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A REFLECTION OF THE
HOLY FATHER, POPE
JOHN PAUL II, ON THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF
LOURDES AND
SUFFERING

LOURDES, SUFFERING,
SANCTIFIED AND
SANCTIFYING

‘ N\
The reality of faith, of hope and of charity. The reality
of suffering, sanctified and sanctifying. The reality of
the presence of the Mother of God in the mystery of
Christ and His Church on earth: a presence which is
particularly alive in that elect portion of the Church
which consists of the sick and the suffering.

These persons, if animated by faith, turn to Lourdes.
Why? Because they know that there, as at Cana, ‘there
is the Mother of Jesus’ and where She is, Her Son
cannot be absent. Sick of all sorts go on pilgrimage to
Lourdes, borne up by hope that, through Mary, Christ’s
saving power may be manifested in them...Christ's
saving power...reveals itself in the spiritual sphere
above all.

It is in the hearts of the sick that Mary makes Her Son’s
wonderworking voice heard, a voice which prodigiously
resolves the rigidity of sourness of heart and rebellion
and gives the soul back eyes with which to see the
world, others, one’s own destiny in a new light...

At Lourdes the sick discover the inestimable value of
their suffering...the meaning that pain may have...in
their lives, when interiorily renewed by that flame
which consumes and transforms...in the life of the
church...

Upright by the Cross of Her Son on Calvary, the Most
Holy Virgin courageously shared in His Passion and
knows how to convince ever fresh souls to unite their
sufferings with Christ's sacrifice, in a joint ‘offertory’,
which surpasses time and space and embraces the
whole of mankind and saves it.

(Taken from Prayers And Devotions — Pope John Paul
11, edited by Bishop Peter Canisius J. van Lierde, Viking
Penguin Edition pp.86-87.1994)

(extract from the official opening & blessing souvenir
programme, 14th August, 1996)



FoE R AR RT BRI RV E X
s w o ESEAE E
A ERYILSE © K2 REFAE T2 B R P AT
HAE RIS T RIBLSE - RS 2R HI BT T
EEFAE - HPEfH ARIZ SR A -

XL NSRS (HBCE - SRR EETE - T2 ?
RO TRIZEHRE - sEEAEIIAN - VA HREREYEER" >
AR - Y LT — S A - S
A AR BESE - A BT /I > B
HIIRBRE ST R DAEMA ] & BRI .. A E IR
BEST oo AERE U BIL R -

FEF AL T - OS] T Ly s abay =S o X
FEF AR 70 SRBRR R SR A (R - SR
SREE] TIRES - AERTECE P AR - BIA > A
MANECHIEE -

BHIBLSE » JF

FEFETE W ALEL T A TR A S BEYINE. ... T
o A RET SRR X AEMATHYAETE T - HHOH LA
B R DK ISEAE B AT P E T

FEAUREES L E > LT BT +F8 0 2
U1 BEAE At Y 0 o B Bt o 50 9 ELRn 0] ik
PRk e e Y SR BERH A T R S A E YRR &
FESR > AE— BRI R ACIZE [ e A M
BN NITHRRE -

(Taken from Prayers And Devotions — Pope John
Paul I, edited by Bishop Peter Canisius J. van Lierde,
Viking Penguin Edlition pp.86-87.1994)

(fi5H 1996 4 8 A 14 HIEARAFL ST



MESSAGE OF REV. FR.
LAWRENCE CHUA,
PRIEST-IN-CHARGE OF
BLESSED SACRAMENT
PARISH, BDC, STAMPIN,
KUCHING

Lourdes’ story and her destiny
in the world began on February
11th,1858 with the first
apparition of the Immaculate Virgin to Bernadette
Soubirous. From then onwards, millions and millions of
pilgrims from every part of the world would come to

pray before the grotto where the apparitions took place.

And so Lourdes became for the Christian an experience
of Faith and of the Gospel, for the Sick, a hope for
healing or a source of strength, and for every afflicted
heart, a reason to live.

To speak of Lourdes is simultaneously to speak of
miracles. These are irrevocably connected with the
story of the Shrine, not so much for their value on a
human plane as much as a ‘sign’ from God granted in
this place of grace. Since 1858 about 6000 ‘cases of
cures’ have been examined by doctors. Of these only
64 have been ‘declared miracles’ by the competent

ecclesiastical authority. An important thing to note is
that many cures have been considered medically
inexplicable by the ‘International Medical Committee’ in
Paris but the ecclesiastical authority competent has not
declared them miraculous.

This is indicative of the great caution which the Church
shows in regard to the cures which happen at Lourdes.
Even if the cure is a phenomenon which most
impresses the pilgrim, this is not the most important of
the ‘signs’ given by God to men. There is another, more
important ‘sign’ : the grace which manifests itself in the
conversions, in the serenity of spirit and in the re-
direction of lives which come about in Lourdes.

Many of us, no doubt, would like to make a pilgrimage
to Lourdes once in our life time. But unfortunately, for
many this remains a wish unfulfiled, a dream
impossible, due to financial constraint. Fortunately, the
hands of God are not limited, and His power not
confined to Lourdes only. Likewise, the motherly love
and care of Jesus’ mother for His brothers and sisters
transcends time and place. The grotto at BDC, Stampin,
makes up for this. What each of us will experience and
benefit at this grotto, as we come and pray, depends
on the measure of our faith and devotion, and on our



conviction of the intercessory power of Mary for us with
Her Son, Jesus.

The construction of the grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes,
BDC, Stampin, and its completion is a clear indication
of the great love and devotion of the brothers and
sisters of Jesus towards His Mother. By the same token,
it is also a manifestation of God's love for us, in His Son
Jesus Christ. This brings to mind the words of our
Saviour in John 19: 26 & 27 — { Seeing his mother and
the disciple whom he loved standing near her, Jesus
said to his Mother, ‘Woman, this is your son.” Then to
the disciple he said, ‘This is your Mother.” And from that
hour the disciple took her into his home}.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
appreciation and say a big 'THANK YOU' to all the
children of Mary, who have generously contributed,
either financially or by giving their time and expertise,
towards the construction of the grotto.

I invoke God’s abundant blessings on each one, and
Mary’s maternal love and protection.

REV. FR. LAWRENCE CHUA

O MARY CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN,
PRAY FOR US WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO YOU

(extract from the official opening & blessing souvenir
programme, 14th August, 1996)
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BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES
GROTTO, BDC, STAMPIN

The construction of Our Lady’s grotto has the hallmark
of Our Blessed Mother’s hand even before the time the
idea was mooted, to the completion of the project.

Rev Fr Lawrence Chua was then the rector of the Holy
Trinity Church, Kenyalang, Kuching, as well as the
priest-in-charge of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, BDC.

As he recalled how the grotto to Our Lady was
conceived and realised, it was obvious that his devotion
to Mother Mary was a prime factor. He had
encountered too many ‘signs’ for him to wonder if they
were mere coincidences.

It all started at the end of October 1993, the Rosary
month. Fr Chua had been invited to join a friend on a
business trip to Manila, Philippines. It was an
impromptu trip. However, circumstances that led Fr
Chua to visit various shrines of Our Lady, and attending
the Rosary Exhibition as well as the International
Marian Conference, were to say the least, out of the
ordinary.

In trying to discern what some of these circumstances
and ‘images’ meant, he came to the conclusion that the
number ‘13’ for example, stood for the date of the
monthly apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. His
ordination to the priesthood also took place on the 13th.

As if by Divine appointment, someone approached Fr
Chua at Holy Trinity Church one day, to donate funds
for the construction of a grotto to be built at Blessed
Sacrament Parish...even before Fr Lawrence Chua had
conceived the idea!

And shortly after that, he had an epiphany that maybe,
Mother Mary wanted him to build a grotto consecrated
to Her. He had seen too many photos of himself with
the Virgin Mary, for them to be coincidental.

To quote Fr Chua: ‘When Mother Mary wants
something, everything will happen very fast’. Needless
to say, the chain of events for building the grotto, just
fell into place like clockwork.

Within one week of his return from Manila, Fr Chua
released his Letter of Appeal for funds to the Christian
community. It was 1st November, 1993...the Feast of
All Saints: Coronation of Mary and the glory of all the
saints.



By 8th December, 1993, a new picture of Our Lady was
installed at the Day Chapel of Holy Trinity Church. It
was the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.

In celebrating Christmas on 25th December, Christians
were reminded of Mary giving birth to Jesus, Our
Saviour...a Christmas Gift from Mary to our sinful world.
26th December was the Feast of the Holy Family. Again,
the role of Mary was evident here. It was the date of
the Launching of the Family Year.

1st January, 1994 was World Day of Peace. It was also
the Feast of Mary, Mother of God. One of the messages
of Mary to the world is to pray for peace. So, this was
the date chosen to start honouring the pledges made
to Mary for Her grotto.

Sunday, 2nd January, 1994 was the Feast of the
Epiphany. This feast commemorates the call of the
nation to salvation, offered by the Saviour, born of the
Virgin.

The blessing of the site of Our Lady’s grotto was
performed by then Archbishop, Datuk Peter Chung on
28th March 1994.

The official opening and blessing of Our Lady of
Lourdes Grotto, took place on 14th August, 1996, at
the vigil of the Feast of the Assumption of Our Blessed
Lady.

OFFICIAL OPENING & BLESSING OF THE
GROTTO OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES

The official opening and blessing of the grotto of Our
Lady of Lourdes on 14th August, 1996, coincided with
the official launching of the programme and



preparation for Jubilee Year 2000. This was for both
the parishes of BDC, Stampin and Holy Trinity Church,
Kenyalang.

As Our Blessed Mother must have planned it, this day
will forever be etched in the memories of everyone
present on that day.

While it would have been a day filled with anticipation
and trepidation for Fr Chua and his organising
committee, it must have been nerve wrecking for the

people responsible for the installation of the statue of
Our Blessed Mother.

It was almost 7.00 pm, the scheduled time for the
opening ceremony. But the grotto was missing the
most important feature ... Mother Mary!

Her arrival had been delayed. The brand new truck
commissioned to transport Our Lady’s statue had
strangely broken down. An alternative had to be
procured.

However, Her timing was just perfect. As She would
have willed it ... the lorry ferrying the beautiful marble
statue for the grotto arrived at the gates of Blessed
Sacrament Parish right on the dot ... at 7.00 pm!

As the story that has been re-told hundreds of times
goes, ‘there was a strong gush of wind when the crate
encasing Mother Mary was off - loaded from the lorry
and opened.’

You will have to visit Our Lady’s grotto more often for
phenomenal stories, and there are many...especially of
the foreign worker who came, built the grotto, but
disappeared after the completion of the grotto without



being paid for his services. This spooked stories that  We invite you to come and experience Mother Mary's
he could have been 'St Joseph the worker’. love at this beautiful shrine consecrated to Her by her
children.

Then there are stories of prayers being answered after
praying to our Blessed Mother to intercede for Her Son.
It is said that where Mother Mary is, there also will be ~ Experience the peace, serenity and tranquillity in quiet
Her Son, Jesus. times, praying before Our Blessed Virgin Mary.

Fr Lawrence Chua has celebrated countless Healing
Masses at this grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.
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AFTER COMPLETION OF UPGRADING WORKS OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES GROTTO — 2018
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The rector Rev. Fr. Lawrence Chua, of Holy Trinity Church and priest-in-charge of Blessed Sacrament Parish,
together with the members of the Organising Committee for the Official Opening and Blessing of the Grotto
of Our lady of Lourdes, BDC, Stampin, Kuching would like to extend their thanks and appreciation to:

His Grace the Archbishop Datuk Peter Chung
All Rev. Fathers

All Benefactors

Members of the various organisations of Holy
Trinity and Blessed Sacrament Parishes

They would like to record their special thanks to the
following for their substantial donations to the grotto
building fund:

YB Datuk Leo Moggie

Y. Bhg. Datuk & Datin Thomas Kana & Family
Y. Bhg. Datuk & Datin Stephen Wan Ullok
Miss Elizabeth Chapman

Rev. Fr. Vincent Lee of Singapore

Mr. Alex Louis of Singapore

Mdm. Bernadette Lo & Family

To Mr. Peter Chia for drawing the plan of the grotto;
Mdm. Florence Foo for helping to order the statues
from Italy and installing them, as well as for giving
her advice and expertise in other areas. To Mr.
Ignatius Foo and his team for giving their precious
time and talents to artistically landscape the grotto
and its surrounding. To Mr. Harry Kam for installing
the lightings.

God bless and reward them all. May our Blessed
Lady protect and love them all.

(extract from the official opening & blessing souvenir
programme, 14" August 1996)
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O PUREST OF CREATURES

1. O purest of creatures! Sweet mother, sweet maid;
The one spotless womb wherein Jesus was laid;
Dark night hath come down on us, Mother, and we,
Look out for thy shining, sweet star of the sea.

Chorus: Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria!
Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria!

2. Deep night hath come down on this
rough-spoken world.
And the banners of darkness are boldly unfurled;
And the tempest-tossed Church all her eyes are on
thee
They look to thy shining, sweet star of the sea.

3. He gazed on thy soul, it was spotless and fair,
For the empire of sin had never been there;
None ever had owned thee, dear Mother, but He,
And He blessed thy clear shining,
sweet star of the sea.

4. Earth gave him one lodging;
‘twas deep in thy breast.
And God found a home where the sinner finds rest;
His home and his hiding place, both were in thee;
He was won by thy shining, sweet star of the sea.

MOTHER DEAR, O PRAY FOR ME

1. Mother dear, O pray for me

Whilst far from heav’n and thee,

I wander in a fragile bark

O’er life's tempestuous sea;

O Virgin Mother, from thy throne,
So bright in bliss above,

Protect thy child and cheer my path
With thy sweet smile of love.

Chorus: Mother dear, remember me,

And never cease thy care,
Till in heaven eternally,
Thy love and bliss I share.

2. Mother dear, remember me,

Should pleasure’s siren lay

E'er tempt thy child to wander far
From virtue's path away;

When thorns beset life’s devious way,
And darkling waters flow,

Then Mary, aid thy weeping child,
Thyself a mother show



1.

PRAISE HER WITH A FLOWER

Who wipes my tears away?

Who melts my frown?

Who always saves my day?

The one who wears the crown
Thank you for granting things
For our answered prayers

And for the hope you bring

To many who are in deep despair

Chorus: Praise her with a flower
Thank heaven for our Mother
For her gift of love

Sent from up above

Brightens every hour

2. On paper written lines
Express our needs
You always have the time
For every color, race and creed
Our faith has brought us here
From far and near
In one united voice
We thank you for your
Blessings through the years

From the highest tower
Shower her with flowers
Mother and a friend

From my grateful hands
Accept my humble flower






