
Around the world, there is an estimated 15 million stateless 
people. According to the UNHCR, somewhere a stateless 
child is born every 10 minutes, and within the countries 
hosting the 20 largest stateless population some 70,000 
stateless children are born every year.  

Who are the Child or Minor Migrants? 

 They are children aged 3-18 who are on the move 
across political borders with or without their parents or 
a legal guardian 

 

 They may travel with or without legal travel docu-
ments. 

 

 They may arrive to the destination country 
as refugees, asylum seekers, or economic migrants. 

 

They are the most vulnerable group among migrants: 
being children, being foreigners, and are voiceless. 

How can we help migrants in general? 

Pope Francis articulated 4 Verbs:- 
 

“to welcome, to protect, to promote, to integrate” 
 

To welcome. For those who flee conflicts and terrible persecutions, 
often trapped within the grip of criminal organizations who have no 
scruples, we need to open accessible and secure humanitarian chan-
nels…by offering them decent and appropriate shelter…initiated a 
personal encounter. 
 

To protect:  By defending their inalienable rights, ensuring their 
fundamental freedom and respecting their dignity are duties from 
which no one can be exempted.  
 
To promote. Protecting is not enough. What is required is the pro-
motion of an integral human development of migrants, exiles and 
refugees. To this end, efforts must be encouraged that lead to the 
implementation of programs of international cooperation, free from 
partisan interests, and programs of transnational development 
which involve migrants as active protagonists. 
 

To integrate. Integration, which is neither assimilation nor incor-
poration, is a two-way process, rooted essentially in the joint recog-
nition of the other’s cultural richness.   For the Christian communi-
ty, the peaceful integration of persons of various cultures is, in 
some way, a reflection of its catholicity... 

“Lastly, I wish to 
address a word to 
you, who walk 
alongside migrant 
children and 
young people: 
they need your 
precious help. The 
Church too needs 
you and supports 
you in the gener-

ous service you offer. Do not tire of 
courageously living the Gospel, which 
calls you to recognize and welcome the 
Lord Jesus among the smallest and 
most vulnerable. 
 
“I entrust all child migrants, their fam-
ilies, their communities, and you who 

are close to them, to the protection of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth; may they 

watch over and accompany each one 
on their journey. With my prayers, I 

gladly impart my Apostolic Blessing.” 

 
From the Vatican, 8 September 2016 

 

Networking 

 exchange of information 

 reinforcement of networks  

 unity in prayer and fraternal communion 

with the ecclesial communities. 

  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unaccompanied_minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_guardian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Travel_documents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Travel_documents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asylum_seekers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_migrants


It is necessary, therefore, for immigrants to cooperate ever more 
closely and effectively with the communities (both  ecclesial and 
civil) that welcome them, for the good of their own children. 
 
Secondly, we need to work for the integration of children and 
youngsters who are migrants.  
Each country must 
demonstrate its right 
to control migratory 
movement and to 
protect the common 
good of the nation, in 
conjunction with the 
duty to resolve and 
regularize the situa-
tion of child migrants, 
fully respecting their 
dignity and seeking to 
meet their needs when 
they are alone, but 
also the needs of their parents, for the good of the entire family.  Of 
fundamental importance is the adoption of adequate national proce-
dures and mutually agreed plans of cooperation between countries of 
origin and of destination, with the intention of eliminating the causes 
of the forced emigration of minors. 

Thirdly, that long-term solutions be sought and adopted. The 
question of child migrants must be tackled at 
its source. It requires: 
 

 The commitment of the whole 
international community to eliminate the 
conflicts and violence that force people to 
flee.  

 Far-sighted perspectives are called 
for, capable of offering adequate 
programmes for areas struck by the worst 
injustice and instability, in order that access 
to authentic development can be guaranteed 
for all.  

 This development should promote 
the good of boys and girls, who are 

humanity’s hope. 

"Child Migrants:  Vulnerable and Voiceless”  

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 101st WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES (2017) 

 Dear Brothers and 

Sisters, 

In Jesus God became a 
child, and the openness 
of faith to God, which 
nourishes hope, is 
expressed in loving 
proximity to the 
smallest and the 
weakest.  
 

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; and 
whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me”  (Mk 9:37; 
cf. Mt 18:5; Lk 9:48; Jn 13:20.   

 

How can we ignore this severe warning when we see the 
exploitation carried out by unscrupulous people? Such ex-
ploitation harms young girls and boys who are led into pros-
titution or into the mire of pornography; who are enslaved as 
child labourers or soldiers; who are caught up in drug traf-
ficking and other forms of criminality;  
 
Childhood, given its fragile nature, has unique and inaliena-
ble needs:  
 

 Above all else, there is the right to a healthy and 
secure family environment, where a child can grow 
under the guidance and example of a father and a 
mother; 

 then there is the right and duty to receive adequate 
education, where children can grow as persons and 
agents of their own future and the future of their 
respective countries.  

 All children, furthermore, have the right to recrea-

tion; in a word, they have the right to 
be children.  
 
And yet 
among mi-
grants, chil-
dren constitute 
the most vul-
nerable group, 
because as 
they face the 
life ahead of 
them, they are 

invisible and voiceless:  

 their precarious situation deprives 
them of documentation, hiding them from 
the world’s eyes;  

 the absence of adults to accompany 
them prevents their voices from being raised and heard.  

 In this way, migrant children easily end up at the lowest levels of 
human degradation, where illegality and violence destroy the 
future of too many innocents, while the network of 
child abuse is difficult to break up. 

 

How should we respond to this reality? 
 
Firstly, a dignified welcome to these persons:  The 
phenomenon of migration is part of the salvation history. 
It constitutes a sign of the times, which speaks of the 
providential work of God in history and in the human 
community, with a view to universal communion.  
 

The Church nevertheless encourages us to recognize 
God’s plan and to do it precisely amidst this 
phenomenon, with the certainty that no one is a stranger 
in the Christian community.   
 

We need to work towards protection, integration and 
long-term solutions. We are primarily concerned with adopting 
every possible measure to guarantee the protection and safety 
of child migrants.  These boys and girls often end up on the 
street abandoned to themselves and prey to unscrupulous 
exploiters who often transform them into the object of physical, 
moral and sexual violence.”  If more rigorous and effective 
action is not taken against those who profit from such abuse, 
we will not be able to stop the  multiple forms of slavery where 
children are the victims.  

Each person is precious; 

persons are more important 

than things, and the worth of 

an institution is measured by 

the way it treats the life and 

dignity of human beings, 

particularly when they are 

vulnerable, as in the case of 

child migrants. 

Christian community

Resulted from:  

*  poverty and the 
lack of means to 
survive  
*  the low level of 
literacy;  
*   ignorance of the 
law, culture and 
language of host 
countries 
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...which almost always leave indelible scars. 

embraces “every nation, tribe, 
people and tongue”  

(Rev 7:9).  

“You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Ex 
22:21); “Love the sojourner therefore; for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt” (Deut 10:19).  

Very often immigrants are 
repatriated to their country of 
origin without any concern for 

their “best interest.” 

& abuse  


